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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 1) 2006 
APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED FUND) BILL (NO. 2) 2006 

Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 16 May. 

MR T.R. SPRIGG (Murdoch) [1.15 pm]:  I am very pleased that I have the opportunity to address the 
government’s 2006-07 budget as it relates to the electorate of Murdoch.  I was scheduled to speak yesterday 
afternoon and my notes at that point were good and well set out.  However, because I had to add the points that I 
thought of this morning at 2.15 am, 2.45 am, 3.15 am and 4.30 am, my notes are not as well set out as they were 
yesterday.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Reading your own speeches doesn’t help your insomnia?   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Fortunately, minister, I remembered those points and inserted them in my speech this 
morning.   

I decided to attack the budget issue by seeking the opinion of as many of my constituents as I could since the 
budget was brought down last Thursday.  The Treasurer might be happy to know that out of the 20 people with 
whom I spoke, two people thought the budget was not too bad and that it would not affect them too much.  They 
did not know a lot about the budget and were fairly ambivalent about it.  However, most of the others had a bit of 
a problem with it.  One of those is a lady called Anna Ward, who lives in Applecross.  She is a self-funded 
retiree who lives off the proceeds of the 12 residential properties that her family owns around the state.  Ms 
Ward was obviously hoping that the budget would provide some land tax concessions; however, they were not 
forthcoming.  Anna pointed out that over the past five years, her land taxes have increased by 46 per cent.  At the 
same time, inflation increased by 20 per cent.  Anna cannot increase the rent for her properties.  Indeed, she does 
not want to increase those rents to offset the increase in land tax.  I look forward to seeing what will happen after 
the state tax review, which seems to have been delayed.  As I recall, it was meant to happen some time ago, but 
the Treasurer is now saying that it will happen next March.  After that review, I am hopeful that the government 
will provide land tax concessions.   

The other important issue for the electorate of Murdoch relates to government infrastructure.  Indeed, there are 
many infrastructure projects in the metropolitan area at the moment.  The government is always thumping its 
chest about its infrastructure projects.  However, it pays lip-service to the problems associated with the building 
of that infrastructure and the disruption that it causes to family living.  A couple of months ago, I revealed in this 
house that the government had paid compensation to three west Leeming residents who were affected by 
roadworks in their area.  I then asked the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure whether she could outline the 
criteria under which that compensation was paid.  As members can appreciate, since revealing that information, I 
have had many people knocking on my door saying that they too are entitled to compensation.  I will run through 
some of the problems that have been highlighted to me by people in my area.  I will read out a couple of letters.  
In doing so, I hope I do not get into the same sort of trouble that I got into when I last read out a letter in this 
house.  I have a letter from Shane Peterson who lives in Bateman and whose back fence is about five metres 
from a road.  In a letter to Leighton Contractors he states - 

Last Friday 12 May 2006, I received your letter dated May 2006 in which you announce asphalting 
works with intermittent vibration in proximity to my property from 7pm to 5am on Sunday 15 May 
2006. 

That was last week.  Further - 

There are several issues which I kindly ask you to address;  

1.  Could your letters include the date rather than only the month and the year? 

That seems a fair request - 

2.  Why did your most recent plus previous letters announcing disruptive night works arrive less than 7 
days before works are due to commence? 

3.  Why did you not offer to pay for residents to rent alternative accommodation for the night, as has 
been done previously? 

I point out that that amount of money is only $150.  That is terrific.  It is good that it has been offered, but it has 
been put to me by a family comprising father, mother and two children that, unfortunately, $150 does not get 
them anywhere.  They could not actually move out of their home into alternative accommodation for that amount 
of money.  The letter continued - 
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4.  When will the limestone wall be built along our existing backyard fencelines to ameliorate noise 
from traffic and construction, like the one already constructed in the south eastern quadrant of the South 
St/Freeway intersection? 

He continues - 

To help you answer these questions, I extend my warmest hospitality to both you and minister 
McTiernan to sleep through a night’s construction cacophony and nerve-numbing vibrations at my 
house during the next nightworks adventure. 

The letter is signed by Shane Peterson of 5 Rowney Close, Bateman.  This illustrates some of the problems that 
people are having with these roadworks.   

I have a letter also from Patricia Bartlett of 38 Hassell Crescent, Bull Creek, and I will read part of it.  Her letter 
refers to the fact that Minister MacTiernan had previously mentioned in this house that she thought 
compensation for some of these people might come when the property was rezoned.  Patricia Bartlett writes - 

We built this house 27 years ago, when South Street was one road West, and one road East.   

We had at least 150 metres of bushland buffer (and incidentally we were told at the time by the Melville 
Council that it was nature reserve and would never be built on).   

There was no Freeway - so we did not buy on a major road and then complain about it. 

Once again, Ms McTiernan has distinguished herself, as she always does, by showing contempt for the 
average suburban couple. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr G. Woodhams):  I draw the member’s attention to the fact that when referring 
to a member of this house, that member is to be referred to either by their electorate or the title they have within 
this house. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I apologise, Mr Acting Speaker.  I was quoting from the letter.  The letter continues - 

It is sad that when politicians are attempting to get into office they are more than happy to talk to the 
constituents - but once they get there, they don’t want to know you!!!!. 

That was from Patricia Bartlett of Bull Creek.  There are many other people.  Vanessa Baetsen has built her own 
noise wall and is now seeking compensation for it.  We hear about the government’s big budget surplus; surely 
some of this money could be directed to these people whose living amenity is being absolutely destroyed while 
this work is going on. 

Daniel Walker lives in Bull Creek also.  He is now so close to the freeway that people in cars travelling past can 
look into his living room and see him there because the vegetation has been removed.  There will be no security 
or noise wall provided.  Mr Des Bone of Leeming lives next door to people who received compensation.  He has 
the same problems but no compensation has been offered to him.  David Griffiths of Mt Pleasant lives 50 metres 
to 60 metres away from the freeway roadworks, and he is finding it really difficult to sleep at night.  Nicole Gill, 
also of Mt Pleasant, is pregnant and it has been suggested by her doctors and medical staff that her lack of sleep 
is affecting her baby’s health.  Colin McGhee of Leeming lives near the Roe 7 works and says that his backyard 
is now lit up like the New Year’s Eve fireworks display.  There is so much lighting at Roe 7 that it is obviously 
affecting him.  There has also been damage done to his house.  He has been offered a measly $10 000 by the 
contractors to cover the costs, yet his damage is worth something like $30 000.  I have mentioned before the 
huge power poles in my electorate that are being erected almost in people’s backyards, and which have certainly 
diminished property values.  I refer to people like Pamela Lumsden and Peter Taylor who live in west Leeming.  
Surely this particular energy line should have been put underground; there is no doubt about that.  However, 
because it was not, and as the properties have consequently diminished in value, I put it to the government that it 
should pay compensation to residents who have been so much disrupted in this way.  The disruption has gone on 
and on.  The minister keeps on saying that the government delivers on time and on budget, but we all know that 
is not true.  This project is not on time and it is not on budget.  As a result, the disruption to these people goes on 
longer and longer.  

The other issue in the electorate of Murdoch is associated with Roe Highway stage 8.  Roe Highway stage 7 is a 
terrific road, but it is a road to nowhere.  It should have gone right through to Stock Road, which would relieve 
the traffic congestion on Leach Highway, South Street and Farrington Road.  The City of Melville is doing work 
on Farrington Road now to calm the traffic in that area, and that will do some good.  We support the 
government’s six-point plan to get trucks off the road in that area.  There is no problem with it, and it is a terrific 
plan, but it is not working sufficiently to ensure safety on these roads at the moment.  
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In these debates, most members talk about funding needed for various aspects of the schools in their area.  Two 
schools in my electorate have been desperately trying to get funding for various projects.  The Leeming Primary 
School is 20 years old this year and has never been repainted.  The school has applied for funding to the district 
office for the past couple of years, but that has not been forthcoming.  I sincerely hope that that funding will 
come this year.  Rossmoyne Primary School is 40 years old, and has a renewal plan.  There are many schools of 
that age around Western Australia, and the people at Rossmoyne are suggesting that their school could be a 
prototype for renewal.  Can the school be patched up, or should it be bowled over and rebuilt?  What is the best 
option?  The Rossmoyne P&C and others connected with the school have worked very hard to get some answers, 
but have not yet been successful.  It is also interesting that both Leeming and Bullcreek primary schools have 
received federal government funding for specific projects.  Sometimes it seems that federal government funding 
for our schools is easier to get than state government funding.  

I also spoke to some of the business people in my electorate to get their feelings on a couple of issues.  I took the 
time to talk to the two tavern operators in my area.  I am pleased that the Minister for Racing and Gaming is in 
the house at the moment, because the operators of the Kardinya and Bullcreek taverns are extremely concerned 
about the legislation being introduced to grant Sunday trading rights to liquor stores.  The new licence category 
will impact the on-premises trade of the taverns, as will the provisions allowing restaurants to serve alcohol 
without a meal.  I ask the minister to consult widely with the hotel industry before bringing this bill to the house 
because the viability of these businesses, in the view of their owners and operators, is very much in jeopardy.   

We were very pleased a couple of years ago when the government made the announcement that it would build 
the new Fiona Stanley hospital right next to the St John of God Hospital in Murdoch.  However, this has created 
some potential problems with road access from the south.  I know the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
has a proposal on her desk at the moment about this, and I am most anxious to find out where that road access 
will come from, and make sure that this precinct, which will be very busy in a few years’ time when the hospital 
is built, will be as safe as possible.  The residents of Murdoch want to make sure that their safety is assured.   

An iconic place in the electorate of Murdoch is the Air Force museum in Bullcreek.  That has been run by 
volunteers for a long time.  It is a dilapidated building that is starting to fall down.  There are moves afoot right 
now to try to get some federal and state government funding to build a new museum.  It was thought at one stage 
that the museum would have to move, but it has been an icon building in Bullcreek for some time.  We hope the 
government will consider providing some funding to get the new Air Force museum up and running and to keep 
the planes and other exhibits in the museum in good condition. 

Recently I spoke to some teachers in my electorate.  I do that on a pretty regular basis.  A week or so ago they 
came in to see me about their log of claims.  However, while they were there, we got around to talking about 
outcomes-based education.  I ask the Premier and the Minister for Education and Training to listen to the 
concerns of the teachers.  The teachers in my electorate are very concerned about the haste with which this form 
of outcomes-based education is being introduced.  They are asking that before it is implemented, teachers be 
given more professional development so that they can gain a better understanding of the system.  When teachers 
from a school such as Rossmoyne Senior High School - which was mentioned in today’s The West Australian 
and was one of the top schools in the whole of Australia in 2004 - are saying they need to know more about 
outcomes-based education and that it needs to be delayed, the government should certainly take notice. 

I am very pleased the government is trying to address the nurse shortage in our hospitals.  St John of God 
Hospital is in the electorate of Murdoch.  It is a private hospital.  However, even that hospital is finding it 
difficult to obtain nurses.  My 90-year old mother has been in that hospital for a period after fracturing her hip.  
The nursing staff at that hospital are really frazzled.  Many public and private hospitals around the state are 
experiencing the same difficulty.  I commend and congratulate the government on this initiative.  Let us hope 
that we can get those nurses up and running and into the hospitals as quickly as possible. 

Police is another important issue.  I am pleased the government is trying to put more police officers on the 
streets.  The government is aiming to recruit an extra 250 police officers by the end of this Parliament. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is actually 350, but they do not have a hope in hell of getting that number.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  That is the promise.  I thank the member.    

The latest figures show that the government recruited 90 police officers in the last quarter.  However, 99 officers 
have left, so that is a figure of minus nine.  That is very disappointing.  Although Murdoch Police Station is 
sometimes understaffed because people are away on leave and so on, the police are doing a terrific job under 
Sergeant Mal Anderson.  I also compliment the security services that are provided in my area by the City of 
Melville and the City of Cockburn.  The fact that security officers are driving their cars around the place 
certainly gives some comfort to the residents of the electorate of Murdoch.   
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Mr J.B. D’Orazio:  Good idea, was it not? 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Good idea?  It was the member’s idea, was it not?  Yes, I knew that.   

I am proud and privileged to serve the people of the electorate of Murdoch, and I will continue to do that to the 
best of my ability. 

Before I finish, I will touch on some issues associated with my shadow portfolio of sport and recreation.  I think 
everyone in the sporting area is awaiting with bated breath the interim report from the Langoulant major stadium 
task force.  It has been difficult having to wait for such a long time.  We initially heard that the report would 
come out in March.  However, it still has not come out. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I have some questions for the Minister for Sport and Recreation on this matter.  I have 
studied the budgets for both last year and this year, but I cannot see anywhere a line item about the cost of the 
Langoulant task force.  It may be buried somewhere else.  I would also like to know how much has been 
budgeted for that task force in the forward estimates.  Another report is due to come out at the end of the year.  
The people on the Langoulant task force are the experts, so I am sure they will be able to tell us where the new 
multipurpose stadium should be located.  We need a stadium with about 70 000 seats.  It would be great if Perth 
did get such a stadium, because I would love to see the day when this state can bid for events like the 
Commonwealth Games.  I was lucky to attend the Commonwealth Games in Melbourne recently.  It would be 
fantastic if Perth had a multipurpose stadium and could bid for events like that.   

A multipurpose stadium would cost a lot of money.  The stadium would also need to be managed independently 
of any one particular sport.  Rugby is facing an issue at the moment with having to play its games at Subiaco 
Oval.  I am referring, of course, to Western Force.  As a result, rugby is looking at forming a strategic alliance 
with the Western Australian Cricket Association.  That may mean it will end up playing its games at the WACA 
ground in a couple of years, with a possible crowd of 35 000 people to watch it play.   

One of the things I have thought of for many years now is that in the good old days at public events and sporting 
events the national anthem was played.  Of course, in those days it was God Save the Queen, the national anthem 
of Great Britain.  It is time to bring that back again.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Sorry, not God Save the Queen, but the Australian national anthem.  It is time to have a 
public debate on whether the national anthem should be played at public and sporting events.  People say we do 
not know the words to it.  After we leave school the only time we hear it played is on Australia Day, Anzac Day, 
at the football grand final or when a medal presentation is televised.   

Mr T. Buswell:  I sing it every morning.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  That is good.  Patriotism is great.   

Mr J. McGrath:  It will be played tonight at the Danny Green fight.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It will indeed.   

Another issue I have about sport and recreation is the Perry Lakes Stadium and the new AK Reserve that is being 
built at Challenge Stadium.  The discussions on this issue have been prolonged.  I have received representations 
from surrounding private schools because they are concerned that the Perry Lakes Stadium, where their athletics 
carnivals are now held, will be bowled over, the land sold and then the new stadium built.  This will leave the 
schools in the western suburbs devoid of an athletics facility for their major sports carnivals.  The alternative 
venue is the Ern Clarke Athletics Centre at Cannington.   

Mr A.D. McRae:  It is a very good one.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  It is a good one.  I have inspected it and I have been told that it cannot handle the expected 
crowds of between 3 000 and 4 000, including competitors, at these athletics events.   

Another recreation facility about which I have some concern is the Frank Gibson Park in Fremantle.  I know 
there is some thought that High Road will be widened and Frank Gibson Park, which is used by the Fremantle 
Netball Association, will be lost.  I will follow this with interest.  It is an issue because Roe Highway stage 8 is 
not being built.   

I have been through the sport and recreation budget and I will put questions to the minister in the estimates 
debate next week.  I am disappointed with some aspects of the sport and recreation budget because it seems to be 
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a cut and paste from last year and the year before.  The following comment appears at page 426 of the Budget 
Statements -  

$9.0 million will be allocated to local governments and sport and recreation organisations through the 
Community Sport and Recreation Facilities Fund . . .   

I welcome that, but that is last year’s figure.  The allocated figure this year is actually $10.8 million and that 
amount is certainly required for the provision of facilities.  It appears that someone forgot to proofread that part 
of the budget.   

The Minister for Sport and Recreation is new to the portfolio of sport and recreation; he is the fourth Minister for 
Sport and Recreation in the past eight months.  I sincerely hope the government will leave this minister in this 
position for a reasonable time.   

Mr T. Buswell:  They are abusing the interchange bench.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  Yes.  I hope with the minister’s other responsibilities of police, emergency services, 
community safety, water resources and Leader of the House that sport is not put in the background.  I am sure 
that will not happen.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  I appreciate your support.   

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  I am not sure how the minister was able to handle the challenge put to him yesterday as 
Leader of the House.  It is his decision that the house will sit tonight and the sitting coincides with a major 
sporting event in Sydney this evening.  I ask the Leader of the House whether he has been able to organise the 
feed of the Mundine-Green fight into Parliament House for members to watch. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  Not yet.  

Mr T.R. SPRIGG:  The Leader of the House is still working on it.  In many ways the sport and recreation 
portfolio is a bipartisan one.  I look forward to working with the minister for the benefit of the future of sport.   

I put it on the record that all members are behind Danny Green in tonight’s fight.  He is a true Western 
Australian and we will be with him when he delivers that knockout blow to Anthony Mundine. 

The SPEAKER:  In conformity with the order made earlier in today’s session, I give the call to the member for 
Kimberley. 

Debate interrupted. 

[Continued below.] 
 


